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About this Guide

This book is the culmination of years of 
experience from experienced 
OutVentures members. 

A resource like this could not be possible 
without one member in particular, Rex 
Himes. Without him this guide would not 
be possible.

Not all these hikes are listed in general 
hiking books, so please use caution when 
taking on any of these hikes.

Season by season road and trail 
conditions will change. Be sure to 
research current conditions before 
attempting any hikes in this guid e.
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The 10 Essentials

Safety should always be your primary 
concern.

Please review these 10 essentials and have 
them with you, even on a simple day hike.

1. Navigation (map and compass)

2. Sun protection (sunglasses and sunscreen)

3. Insulation (extra clothing)

4. Illumination (headlamp, flashlight)

5. First-aid supplies

6. Fire (waterproof matches, lighter, candles)

7. Repair kit and tools

8. Nutrition (extra food)

9. Hydration (extra water)

10. Emergency shelter
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Heliotrope Ridge

LOCATION

North Cascades
Mount Baker Area

MAP

LENGTH

5.5 miles, roundtrip 

ELEVATION

Gain: 1400 ft. 

HIGHEST POINT

5100 ft.

TRAILHEAD

Heliotrope Ridge 
(#677)

Green Trails Mount 
Baker No. 13

Back to Menu

http://www.wta.org/go-hiking/hikes/heliotrope-ridge#trailhead-map
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Heliotrope Ridge
This popular trail leads you from dense old 

growth forest to flower filled avalanche chutes 

and over rocky moraines to the snowy alpine 

zone; providing unforgettable views of Mt. 

Baker. The trail crosses Grouse Creek on a 

stout bridge and then enters dense forest, 

climbing steadily. The forest begins to thin as 

you climb higher and huckleberries are 

abundant along the trail. Just below the tree 

line is the former site of the Kulshan Cabin. 

Above the tree line the terrain is rocky with 

herbaceous vegetation and numerous streams. 

All, while Mt. Baker looms above.

Driving Directions

From Bellingham drive 34 miles east on the 

Mount Baker Highway to the Glacier Public 

Service Center. Continue past the center east 

for about another mile, then make a right onto 

Forest Road 39. After eight miles of mostly 

paved road, turn left at a junction and continue 

less than half a mile to the trailhead. Facilities 

are available here, as is plenty of parking.

Parking Pass:  Northwest Forest Pass

More Information, HERE. Back to Menu

https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mbs/recarea/?recid=17560
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Ptarmigan Ridge

LOCATION

North Cascades 
Mount Baker Area

LENGTH

9.0 miles, roundtrip

ELEVATION

Gain: 1350 ft.

HIGHEST POINT : 
6100 ft.

TRAILHEAD:

Ptarmigan Ridge 
(#682.1)

Chain Lakes (#682)

GREENTRAILS:

Mt Shuksan No. 14

Green Trails Mount 
Baker No. 13

Back to Menu
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Ptarmigan Ridge

This is an amazing day hike or backpack to get 

stunningly close to the east side of Mount 

Baker. The way is rocky from start to finish, 

lined with lupine and sedges, and patches of 

blueberries. There is very little shade. Total 

elevation gain is moderate, but the mile-high 

altitude can be a factor if you are not 

acclimatized.

Driving Directions

From I-5 exit 255, go east 34 miles on SR 542 

to the town of Glacier. Public restrooms are 

available here, and the Glacier Public Service 

Center can provide current information on 

conditions. Continue another 24 miles to the 

end of SR 542 at Artist Point, elevation 5075 

feet. The large parking lot has room for about 

160 vehicles, including RVs and buses. There 

are vault toilets and bearproof garbage cans 

but no water.

Parking Pass:  Northwest Forest Pass

More Information, HERE.

Back to Menu

https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mbs/recarea/?recid=17560
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Skyline Divide

LOCATION

North Cascades 
Mount Baker Area

MAP

LENGTH

9.0 miles, roundtrip

ELEVATION GAIN

2500 ft.

HIGHEST POINT

6563 ft.

TRAILHEAD

Skyline Divide (#678)

GREEN TRAILS:

Mt. Baker #13

Back to Menu

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/48.8809,-121.8646/@48.8809,-121.8646,11z?hl=en
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Skyline Divide

This is one of the most popular hikes on the Mt. 

Baker Ranger District. From the trailhead you 

will climb steadily for two miles through forest 

into Mt. Baker Wilderness and lush, open, 

flower filled meadows with stellar views of 

glacier-draped Mt. Baker. The trail wanders 

along Skyline Divide for another 1.5 miles, 

offering views of rivers, forests and countless 

peaks. 

An unmaintained boot path, recommended for 

experienced hikers, continues on to follow 

Chowder Ridge. Flowers and biting insects are 

abundant in July and August. The bugs abate in 

September, and the foliage begins to change 

into fall hues. 

Carry drinking water, as there is none available 

along the trail except in early summer when 

enough snow remains to melt for water.

General Notes :

Black bears frequent the area. Food and 

scented items need to be stored in a secure 

manner.

Conté

Back to Menu
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Skyline Divide

Driving Directions

From Glacier, Washington travel east on The 

Mt. Baker Highway 542 for approximately 1 

mile past the Glacier Public Service Center to 

Glacier Creek Road (Forest Service road 39). 

Turn right onto FS road 39, then take an 

immediate left onto Deadhorse Road (Forest 

Service road 37). Travel 12.7 miles to the 

trailhead and parking area located at the end of 

the road..

Parking Pass :  Northwest Forest Pass

More Information, HERE.

Back to Menu

https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mbs/recarea/?recid=17572
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Yellow Astor Butte

LOCATION

North Cascades 
Mount Baker Area

Map

LENGTH

7.5 miles, roundtrip

ELEVATION GAIN : 
2550 ft.

Highest Point : 

6150 ft.

TRAILHEAD

Yellow Astor Butte 
(#699)/(#686.1)

GREEN TRAILS:
Mount Shuksan

No. 14

Back to Menu

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/48.9435,-121.6625/@48.9435,-121.6625,11z?hl=en


OUTVENTURES FAVORITE DAY HIKES 16

Yellow Astor Butte

The Yellow Aster Butte Trail is within Mt. Baker 

Wilderness. It traverses the south-facing slopes 

of the eastern end of the High Divide, winding 

in and out of small drainages. Find various 

wildflowers such as anemone, aster, paintbrush 

and fireweed along the trail, as well as 

interesting rock formations carved by glaciers 

and worn by weather. Enjoy spectacular views 

of Mt. Baker, Border Peaks, Mt. Larrabee and 

the western portion of the High Divide.

Driving Directions :

From the Glacier Public Service Center on 

Highway 542 (34 miles east of I-5), drive east 

for about 12 miles, then turn left onto Twin 

Lakes Road (FR 3065). Keep a sharp eye out 

for the WSDOT Shuksan maintenance facility; 

the road is located at the east end this facility. 

Proceed 4.5 miles on Forest Service Road 

3065, then reach the Tomyhoi Lake/Yellow 

Aster Butte Trailhead and parking area.

Parking Pass:  Northwest Forest Pass

More Information, HERE.

Back to Menu

https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mbs/recarea/?recid=17578
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High Pass

LOCATION

North Cascades 
Mount Baker Area

Map

LENGTH

6.0 miles, roundtrip

ELEVATION

Gain: 2000 ft.

Highest Point : 

7000 ft.

TRAILHEAD

High Pass (#676)

MAP

Green Trails:
Mt. Shusksan #14

Back to Menu

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Twin+Lakes+Trailhead/@48.9521515,-121.6371296,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x54845e389a783e79:0xe7ef1a9fee86db17!8m2!3d48.952149!4d-121.635582!5m1!1e4
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High Pass
This relatively short but steep trail leads to a 

lookout shelter with panoramic views within Mt. 

Baker Wilderness. Steep snow slopes in early 

summer followed by a profusion of berries 

along the trail make this trail better suited for 

fall hiking. 

Driving Directions :

From Glacier, WA travel east on Mt. Baker 

Highway SR 542 for Twelve miles. Turn left on 

Twin Lakes Road #3065. The road is located at 

the east end of the Department of 

Transportation's Shuksan maintenance facility. 

After 4.5 miles, reach the Tomyhoi Lake/Yellow 

Aster Butte Trailhead. The road beyond this 

point is narrow, with few pullouts, and is not 

maintained for passenger vehicles. During 

summer there may be mining truck traffic 

traveling on the road. High clearance vehicles 

can negotiate the remaining two miles to Twin 

Lakes. Four-wheel drive is not necessary, but 

helpful. Check with the ranger station for road 

conditions before heading out. The trailhead is 

located 6.5 miles from the highway between the 

two lakes.

Parking Pass :  Northwest Forest Pass

More Information, HERE. Back to Menu

https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mbs/recarea/?recid=17564
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Park Butte Lookout

LOCATION

North Cascades 
Mount Baker Area

Map

LENGTH

7.5 miles, roundtrip

ELEVATION

Gain: 2200 ft.

Highest Point : 

5450 ft.

TRAILHEAD

Park Butte (#603)

MAP

Green Trails:
Hamilton #45

Back to Menu

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/48.7067,-121.8122/@48.6948052,-122.2692216,10.25z?hl=en
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Park Butte Lookout
On Park Butte, hike to an historic fire lookout 

and come face-to-face with Koma Kulshan. 

Along with unobstructed panoramic views of 

Mount Baker, the Twin Sisters, and the rest of 

the North Cascades, the route to Park Butte 

offers campsites, wildflower-filled alpine 

meadows, rushing waterfalls, and a stunning 

variety of mushroom species. Park Butte is one 

of the most popular Mount Baker area hikes for 

a variety of reasons: unobstructed mountain 

views, a moderately steep trail with access to 

campsites, and an open, maintained historic fire 

lookout built in 1932.

DRIVING DIRECTIONS:

From the Mt. Baker Ranger District office in 

Sedro-Woolley, WA follow State Route 20 east 

for 16 miles to milepost 82. Turn left (north) on 

the Baker Lake Highway (Forest Road 11). 

Continue on at mile 12, turn left onto FS road 

12. Travel 3.6 miles to the junction of FS road 

13. Stay right and follow FS road 13 for 5.3 

miles. 

The trailhead is at the end of FS road 13.

Conté                                          Back to Menu



OUTVENTURES FAVORITE DAY HIKES 21

Park Butte Lookout

GENERAL NOTES :

Toilet facilities at the lookout are seasonal. 

When toilets are not provided, please pack it 

out.

Parking Pass:  Northwest Forest Pass

More Information, HERE.

Back to Menu

https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mbs/recarea/?recid=17644
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Hidden Lake Lookout

LOCATION

North Cascades 
Mount Baker Area

Map

LENGTH

8 miles, roundtrip

ELEVATION

Gain: 3300 ft.

Highest Point : 

6900 ft.

TRAILHEAD

Hidden Lake Trail 
(#745)

MAP

Green Trails Diablo No. 
48

Green Trails Cascade 
Pass No. 80

Back to Menu

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Hidden+Lake+Lookout/@48.4954399,-121.2751557,12z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x5484c5fa255a328b:0xa77c4fed473debc7!8m2!3d48.4954399!4d-121.2051179
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Hidden Lake Lookout
Steep snowfields on the trail usually require 

an ice axe well into July. Enjoy views 

encompassing southern North Cascades 

National Park and the Glacier Peak 

Wilderness. The lookout was built in 1931 

and stands at an elevation of 6,850 feet. It is 

open to the public on a first -come -first -serve 

basis for overnight use.

This place ïthe intersection of so much 

incredible terrain and history ïis one of the 

most remarkable hiking destinations in all of 

the Cascades; and while it may not be quite 

as immediately scenic as spots like the 

Enchantments or Sahale Arm, it holds a 

special allure that is very hard to overstate.

DRIVING DIRECTIONS:

From Sedro -Woolley, WA, take WA -20 East 

for 40 miles. Cross the Skagit River bridge 

at the town of Marblemount , and continue 

onto the graveled Cascade River Road for 

12.7 miles.

Conté                                          Back to Menu
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Hidden Lake Lookout

GENERAL NOTES :

Toilet facilities at the lookout are seasonal. 

When toilets are not provided, please pack it 

out.

Parking Pass:  Northwest Forest Pass

More Information, HERE.

Back to Menu

https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mbs/recarea/?recid=17672
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mbs/recarea/?recid=17644
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Cascade Pass/SahaleArm

LOCATION

North Cascades 
Mount Baker Area

Map

LENGTH

To the Pass, 7.4 miles 
roundtrip

To Sahale Glacier,

12 miles roundtrip

ELEVATION

Gain: Pass, 1,700 ft.

Glacier, 3,940 ft

Highest Point : 

7570 ft.

TRAILHEAD

Hidden Lake Trail 
(#745)

MAP

Green Trails Cascade 
Pass No. 80

Back to Menu

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Cascade+Pass+Trailhead/@48.0696668,-122.2203247,9z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x5484c9af074332f9:0xe14cc9562e1842c9!8m2!3d48.4755!4d-121.075
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Cascade Pass/SahaleArm

The Cascade Pass Trail is a great day hike 

with spectacular views of peaks and 

glaciers. The trail climbs steadily to the 

pass, with views of peaks such as Eldorado, 

Johannesburg, Magic, Mixup and McGregor. 

This trail provides the shortest and easiest 

access in the park to the alpine environment. 

As a result, Cascade Pass is the most 

popular day hike in the national park and 

can be quite busy on summer weekends.

For an extended day hike, continue on to the 

Sahale Arm Trail. This trail ascends steeply 

through subalpine meadows and talus fields 

to the base of the Sahale Glacier. Expansive 

view of numerous peaks, including Mt. 

Rainier on a clear day, await.

DRIVING DIRECTIONS:

Drive Hwy 20 to the little town of 

Marblemount . Keep going straight when 20 

turns left and you will be on Cascade River 

Road. Drive the 23 miles to the end. You will 

follow the Cascade River the whole way; it 

takes nearly an hour on Cascade River 

Road.             (Conté              Back to Menu)
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Cascade Pass/SahaleArm

GENERAL NOTES :

Special Concerns:

Pets are not allowed on trails.

This area has very fragile vegetation. Please 
take care to protect the plants by hiking and 
resting only on durable surfaces such as the 
trail, snow or rocks.

Fires are not allowed at any of the 
backcountry camps in this area.

The Cascade Pass Trail may have steep snow 
sections that require an ice axe for safe travel 
as late as July.

Parking Pass: None, arrive early this is a 

popular hike.

More Information, HERE.

Back to Menu

https://www.nps.gov/noca/planyourvisit/cascade-pass-trail.htm
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mbs/recarea/?recid=17644
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Heather Pass/Maple Pass 
Loop (from Rainy Pass)

LOCATION

North Cascades 
Mount Baker Area

Map

LENGTH

7.2 miles roundtrip

ELEVATION

Gain: 2,000 ft.

Highest Point : 

6,650 ft.

TRAILHEAD

Lake Ann/Maple Pass 
Loop Trail #470

MAP

Green Trails Mount 
Logan No. 49

Back to Menu

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Maple+Pass/@48.0306198,-122.271527,9z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x5484b26f11dda37f:0x7f1d12394b8d5540!8m2!3d48.5005!4d-120.7664
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Cascade Pass/SahaleArm

This trail offers a challenging loop beginning in 
a heavily timbered area. The first mile is an 
easy hike and soon passes through a large 
avalanche meadow and more timber to 
junction with the side trail to Lake Ann. At 
Heather Pass there is a faint trail leading off 
towards Lewis lake and a possible side trip for 
experienced hiker and route finder. 

Wildflowers are beautiful in July and August 
and the fall colors created by golden alpine 
larch and red huckleberries bushes are 
spectacular. Snowmelt sometimes lingers into 
mid July, making it difficult to follow trail. 

The hike beyond to Heather Passand Maple 
Pass is steep, the trail is above tree line in high 
alpine zone. Maple Pass offers sensational 
views of surrounding mountain peaks. From 
the alpine meadows along the ridge top one 
can sit and enjoy the scenery and a view of 
both Lake Ann and Rainy Lake. The trail then 
descends along a ridge line between Lake Ann 
and Rainy Lake dropping quickly and steeply 
into timber (this trail beyond the summit is 
steep and challenging), the trail then levels out 
when it junctions with the Rainy Lake trial.

Conté                                         Back to Menu
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Cascade Pass/SahaleArm

DRIVING DIRECTIONS:

From Seattle, drive Hwy 20 through the 
town of Marblemount and on towards 
North Cascades National Park. After 
approximately 50 miles, the Rainy Pass 
trailhead will be on the south (right) side of 
the road. There is room here for 40 cars, as 
well as a privy. There is also a parking area 
on the north side of the road here which 
provides access to other trails.

GENERAL NOTES :

Plan ahead for a long drive to and from the 
trailhead.

Parking Pass: None

More Information, HERE.

Back to Menu

https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/okawen/null/recarea?recid=59285&actid=50
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mbs/recarea/?recid=17644
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Goat Peak 
(near Winthrop/Mazama)

LOCATION

North Cascades 
Mount Baker Area

Map

LENGTH

5 miles roundtrip

ELEVATION

Gain: 1,400 ft.

Highest Point : 

7,001 ft.

TRAILHEAD

Goat Peak Lookout 
Trail #509

MAP

Green Trails No. 51

Back to Menu

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Goat+Peak+Lookout+Trail/@48.1573311,-121.8356868,9z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x548351773df52333:0xe432a59d5346c36c!8m2!3d48.651459!4d-120.401971
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Goat Peak 
(near Winthrop/Mazama)

The trail alternates between timber and open 
meadow as it ascends the north ridge of the 
peak. The last half-mile to the lookout is along 
an open ridge with good views of the rugged 
North Cascades peaks. There is no water on 
this trail. This is a steep but short trail to obtain 
the best views of the Methow Valley. At one 
time there were fire lookout towers on many of 
the peaks in this area. In recent years, aerial 
reconnaissance has slowly replaced these 
lonely outposts. Goat Peak is the only lookout 
still staffed on the Methow Valley Ranger 
District.

DRIVING DIRECTIONS:

From Winthrop drive west on State Route 
20 and turn right just before the Weeman
Bridge onto Okanogan County Road 1163. 
Drive 3.4 miles turning right onto Forest 
Service Road 52. Drive 2.2 miles and turn 
left on Forest Service Road 5225. Drive 3.3 
miles and turn right on Forest Service Road 
5225 -200. Drive 2.5 miles to the trailhead.

Conté                                         Back to Menu
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Goat Peak 
(near Winthrop/Mazama)

GENERAL NOTES :

Restrooms at trailhead

Parking Pass: Northwest Forest Pass

More Information, HERE.

Back to Menu

https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/okawen/null/recarea?recid=59259&actid=24
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mbs/recarea/?recid=17644
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Green Mountain (off newly re -
opened Suiattle River Road)

LOCATION

North Cascades 
Mount Baker Area

Map

LENGTH

8.5 miles roundtrip

ELEVATION

Gain: 3,300 ft.

Highest Point : 

6,500 ft.

TRAILHEAD

Green Mountain Trail 
#782

MAP

Green Trails No. 80

Back to Menu

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Green+Mountain+Lookout/@47.9348884,-122.3107488,9z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xe4af32d0dfe65a28!8m2!3d48.2915576!4d-121.2387235
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Green Mountain
The trail alternates between timber and open 
meadow as it ascends the north ridge of the 
peak. The last half-mile to the lookout is along 
an open ridge with good views of the rugged 
North Cascades peaks. There is no water on 
this trail. This is a steep but short trail to obtain 
the best views of the Methow Valley. At one 
time there were fire lookout towers on many of 
the peaks in this area. In recent years, aerial 
reconnaissance has slowly replaced these 
lonely outposts. Goat Peak is the only lookout 
still staffed on the Methow Valley Ranger 
District.

DRIVING DIRECTIONS:

From Darrington travel north on State Route 530 
for 7.5 miles, turning right immediately after the 
Sauk River bridge onto Forest Road 26 (Suiattle
River Road). 

From Rockport drive south on SR 530 for 11 miles 
to FR 26. Follow FR 26 first on pavement, then on 
gravel for 19 miles, turning left onto FR 2680. 
Continue 6 miles to the trailhead, near the road 
end (elev. ~3200 ft).

Conté                                         Back to Menu
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Green Mountain

GENERAL NOTES :

Restrooms, unknown

Parking Pass: Northwest Forest Pass

More Information, HERE.

Back to Menu

https://www.wta.org/go-hiking/hikes/green-mountain
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mbs/recarea/?recid=17644
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Walt Baily to Cuthroat Lakes

LOCATION
Mountain Loop Hwy
Central Cascades 
Hwy 2

Map

LENGTH

10 miles roundtrip

ELEVATION

Gain: 2,300 ft.

Highest Point : 

4,700 ft.

TRAILHEAD

Mallardy Ridge 
(#706)

MAP

Green Trails Silverton 
No. 110

Green Trails Index No. 
142

Back to Menu

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Cutthroat+Lakes/@48.0035042,-121.6559356,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x549ab7fed9f4664f:0x2f5f2cfa5da37ca!8m2!3d48.0033936!4d-121.6538831
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Walt Baily to Cuthroat Lakes

Within a mile of the trailhead, enter the 
Morning Star Natural Resources Conservation 
Area, managed by the Washington State 
Department of Natural Resources to protect 
sensitive plant communities and rare wildlife 
species. Passing through an old-growth forest 
of hemlock and Pacific silver- fir, skirting fragile 
wetlands and traversing talus slopes, the trail 
leads to a primitive backcountry camp in the 
vicinity of the Cutthroat Lakes. The plant 
communities of the subalpine zone are 
extremely sensitive to damage. Please stay on 
trails, rock or snow to avoid trampling. 

DRIVING DIRECTIONS:

From the Verlot Public Service Center (11 miles 
east of Granite Falls), drive east on the Mountain 
Loop Highway 7.0 miles to the Mallardy Road 
#4030. Turn right and follow this road for 1.0 mile 
to the junction with Road #4032. Turn right and 
follow this road for 8.0 miles. Parking is limited, 
so you might want to turn your vehicle around 
before leaving on your hike.

Conté                                         Back to Menu
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Walt Baily to Cuthroat Lakes

GENERAL NOTES :

Parking Pass: Northwest Forest Pass

This is a no campfire zone so bring a stove. 

There are no toilets.

Please use ñLeave No Traceò methods. 

More Information, HERE.

Back to Menu

https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mbs/recarea/?recid=17766
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mbs/recarea/?recid=17644
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Dickerman Mountain

LOCATION
Mountain Loop Hwy
Central Cascades 
Hwy 2

Map

LENGTH

8.2 miles roundtrip

ELEVATION

Gain: 3,950 ft.

Highest Point : 

5,760 ft.

TRAILHEAD

Mount 
Dickerman(#710)

MAP

Green Trails Sloan 
Peak No. 111

Back to Menu

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Cutthroat+Lakes/@48.0035042,-121.6559356,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x549ab7fed9f4664f:0x2f5f2cfa5da37ca!8m2!3d48https:/www.google.com/maps/place/Mt+Dickerman/@48.0687177,-121.4791464,15z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x549acf9218b5a98f:0x485f9eb13e0013c5!8m2!3d48.0687185!4d-121.4703916.0033936!4d-121.6538831
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Dickerman Mountain
Switchback steeply for three miles through a 
dark forest of timber to an alpine meadow that 
was replanted in 1915 after a major forest fire. 
The trail rises above timberline to an alpine 
meadow alive with masses of wildflowers in 
July and August.

The trail is generally in good condition with 
views in all directions as you climb to the 
5,723-foot summit. The views to the south of 
Big Four Mountain and Del Campo Peak are 
especially good.

The meadows and summit remain snow -
covered until midsummer. 

DRIVING DIRECTIONS:

From the Verlot Public Service Center (11 miles 
east of Granite Falls, WA), travel east on the Mt. 
Loop Highway 16.6 miles. The trailhead is on the 
left (north) side of the highway.
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Dickerman Mountain

GENERAL NOTES :

Parking Pass: Northwest Forest Pass

Toilet at trailhead.

Please use ñLeave No Traceò methods. 

More Information, HERE.

Back to Menu

https://www.wta.org/go-hiking/hikes/mount-dickerman
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mbs/recarea/?recid=17644
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Vesper Peak

LOCATION
Mountain Loop Hwy
Central Cascades 
Hwy 2

Map

LENGTH

8 miles roundtrip

ELEVATION

Gain: 4,200 ft.

Highest Point : 

6,414 ft.

TRAILHEAD

Sunrise Mine Trail 
(#707)

MAP

Green Trails Silverton 
No. 110

Green Trails Sloan 
Peak No. 111

Back to Menu

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Vesper+Peak/@48.012883,-121.5258131,15z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x549ac6713ba6c9cd:0x7f0fc278ad572b53!8m2!3d48.0128839!4d-121.5170583
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Vesper Peak
If this is your first off - trail summit (and maybe 
even if it's your tenth or hundredth), the view 
from the top will have you feeling like the 
master of the mountains. Vesper sits in the 
middle of a lattice of intersecting ridges 
running between Del Campo Peak, 
Morningstar, Sperry and Big Four. Between 
Vesper and Big Four, the smooth ridge of 
scoured granite would look right at home 
another couple of thousand of feet higher in 
elevation. Northwest of the summit, the Vesper 
Glacier descends a deep chute to Copper Lake, 
tucked from view behind the rarely seen and 
surprisingly red, chossy backside of Big Four. 

Vesper Peak is definitely not for the novice 
hiker, but for those thirsting for one step 
beyond hiking into backcountry adventure, it's 
a good leaping off point. The potential 
consequences of stumbling here are decidedly 
lesser than they are on other summits along 
the Mountain Loop.
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Vesper Peak
DRIVING DIRECTIONS:

From I -5, take exit 194 for Highway 2 towards 
Snohomish/Wenatchee. Drive for nearly 2 miles, 
then take the left exit for WA -204 E towards Lake 
Stevens for 2.5 miles. Turn left onto WA -9 N and 
drive for 1.7 miles, then turn right onto WA -92 E. 
After 1.5 miles on this road, arrive at a traffic 
circle and take the second exit to stay on WA -92 
E.

After nearly 6 miles, arrive at a second traffic 
circle and take the second exit onto Quarry Road. 
Proceed through two more traffic circles, always 
staying on Quarry Road, before arriving at an 
intersection, where you will turn left onto the 
Mountain Loop Highway (Hwy 530). Drive for 
27.5 miles and then make a right onto Forest 
Road 4065. Drive about 2.5 miles to the end of 
this road to the trailhead.

GENERAL NOTES:

As of 7/25/2016 - Washout: Road closed at mile       

1.5 Check current road conditions.

Parking Pass: Northwest Forest Pass

Toilet at trailhead.

More Information, HERE.

Back to Menu

https://www.wta.org/go-hiking/hikes/vesper-peak
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mbs/recarea/?recid=17644
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Gothic Basin

LOCATION
Mountain Loop Hwy
Central Cascades 
Hwy 2

Map

LENGTH

9.2 miles roundtrip

ELEVATION

Gain: 2,840 ft.

Highest Point : 

5,200 ft.

TRAILHEAD

Weeden Creek Trail 
(#724)

MAP

Green Trails Sloan 
Peak No. 111

Green Trails Monte 
Cristo No. 143

Back to Menu

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Gothic+Basin+Trailhead/@47.8309494,-122.142301,10.25z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x549ac500cc753a99:0xe07987d6e292835d!8m2!3d48.0257705!4d-121.443701
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Gothic Basin
Gothic Basin will thrill and enthrall those who 
pay the admission. Day hikers will wish theyƱd 
brought their tents and bags and the 
backpackers will ache from shouldering the 
load. But neither will be disappointed. Be wary 
of this trail's apparently lowish elevation gain 
and mileage. The miners who constructed it 
had little time for switchback or nicely graded 
trails. 

It is quite steep at times and even includes a 
scramble or two. Steep sections remain snow -
covered late into the season, and once it 
begins to melt out, snow bridges appear. Note 
also that depending on how far you wander 
once you arrive in the basin, your total mileage 
may vary from what is posted here. 
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Gothic Basin

DRIVING DIRECTIONS:

From the Verlot Public Service Center (11 miles 
east of Granite Falls, WA), travel east on Mt. Loop 
Highway 19.5 miles to Barlow Pass. Park here and 
proceed on foot past the gate on the Monte 
Cristo Road for a mile. The trailhead is on the 
right, just before the Sauk River crossing.

GENERAL NOTES:

Parking Pass: Northwest Forest Pass

Toilet at trailhead.

More Information, HERE.

Back to Menu

https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mbs/recarea/?recid=17818
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Goat Lake

LOCATION
Mountain Loop Hwy
Central Cascades 
Hwy 2

Map

LENGTH

10.4 miles roundtrip

ELEVATION

Gain: 1,400 ft.

Highest Point : 

3,161 ft.

TRAILHEAD

Elliot Creek (#647), 
Old Elliot Creek Road 
(#647.1)

MAP

Green Trails Sloan 
Peak No. 111

Back to Menu

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Goat+Lake+Trailhead/@47.8080068,-122.1472912,10.21z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x549ac54a384f58cf:0xb730087e53fa565!8m2!3d48.0536277!4d-121.4128137
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Goat Lake
A pair of trails creates a nice loop trip to a 
spectacular low-elevation lake with Cadet Peak 
towering above the headwaters.

Choose between two routes leading toward Goat 
Lake that join 1.6 miles before reaching Goat Lake. 
The upper trail leaves the parking lot, following along 
an abandoned logging road. At 0.25 miles up this 
main trail a junction leads down toward Elliot Creek.

The lower, hiker-only trail along Elliot Creek passes 
through beautiful old -growth forest for the first two 
miles following the former puncheon wagon route 
developed in the 1890s to access mining claims. The 
trail climbs through alder forest to meet the upper 
trail at 3.6 miles.

The upper trail is straightforward from the trailhead, 
initially passing through young alder and hemlock on 
easy grades with nice views of the valley and 
surrounding peaks along the way. About one mile 
from the parking area you will reach a junction to the 
north, which is the beginning of the Chockwich
Mountain Bike Trail 647.5. A half mile past the 
junction with the lower trail is the Henry M. Jackson 
Wilderness boundary amid an impressive stand of 
western red cedar. The trail gets steeper and 
switchbacks up the last half mile before reaching 
Goat Lake.

Campsites and a backcountry box -style toilet are 
available just to the left before reaching the lake. 
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Goat Lake

DRIVING DIRECTIONS:

From the Darrington Ranger District office travel 
south along Mt. Loop Highway for 22 miles to 
Elliott Creek Road (Forest Service road 4080). 
Turn left and continue 0.8 miles to the trailhead.

From the Verlot Public Service Center (11 miles 
east of Granite Falls, WA), travel east on Mt. Loop 
for 22.8 miles to Elliot Creek Road (Forest Service 
road 4080). Turn right and continue 0.8 miles to 
the trailhead

GENERAL NOTES:

Parking Pass: Northwest Forest Pass

Toilet at trailhead.

More Information, HERE.

Back to Menu

https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mbs/recreation/recarea?recid=17744&actid=51
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Scorpion Mountain
(aka Johnson Ridge)

LOCATION
Central Cascades 
Hwy 2

Map

LENGTH

8.6 miles roundtrip

ELEVATION

Gain: 2,500 ft.

Highest Point : 

5,540 ft.

TRAILHEAD

Johnson Ridge Trail 
(#1067)

MAP

Green Trails #143 and 
#144

Back to Menu

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Scorpion+Mountain/@47.6688802,-121.9632473,10.5z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x549aee21d1b6e4cb:0xa5e4e298fb172c32!8m2!3d47.7920538!4d-121.197046
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Scorpion Mountain
(aka Johnson Ridge)

Scorpion Mountain offers a 360 -degree view of the 
Central Cascades, and the huckleberries and 
blueberries make this a much underrated fall hike. 

Start your hike from the Johnson Ridge Trail. 
Continue through the forest for pleasant walking 
along a gentle, undulating ridge. The trail climbs to 
Sunrise Mountain in about 2 miles: this is where the 
views begin. Looking north, you can see Glacier 
Peak, Monte Cristo peaks, and much more. 

Continue for about another two miles past Sunrise 
Mountain; the trail drops before heading up to 
Scorpion Mountain.

As you approach Scorpion, the ridge narrows and 
the views become impeccable as peaks on all side of 
you pop up. 3.5 miles from the trailhead, and 1.5 
from Sunrise Mountain, enter indescribable alpine 
meadows with resplendent wildflowers. 

At just over 1 mile in, you will enter Wild Sky 
Wilderness. Read more about his area Here.
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https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mbs/recarea/?recid=79424
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Scorpion Mountain
(aka Johnson Ridge)

DRIVING DIRECTIONS:

From Monroe, head east on US -2 for about 34 
miles. Turn left onto Beckler Road (or Forest 65), 
just before the bridge over the South Fork 
Skykomish River. Continue for seven miles on 
Beckler Road to the junction for both 6520 and 
6530, then make a sharp right onto Forest Road 
6520. In two miles stay to the left, heading uphill 
where the road splits. The trailhead and small 
parking lot are 6.6 miles from Beckler Road.

GENERAL NOTES:

Parking Pass: None

Toilet ïno information.

More Information, HERE.

Back to Menu

https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mbs/recreation/recarea?recid=17894&actid=50
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Tonga Ridge/Mt Sawyer

LOCATION
Central Cascades 
Hwy 2

Map

LENGTH

8.0 miles roundtrip

ELEVATION

Gain: 1,200 ft.

Highest Point : 

5,495 ft.

TRAILHEAD

Tonga Ridge (#1058)

MAP

Green Trails #175: 
Skykomish

Green Trails #176: 
Stevens Pass

Back to Menu

https://www.google.com/maps/search/Tonga+Ridge/Mt+Sawyer/@47.5867618,-122.0061892,10z
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Tonga Ridge/Mt Sawyer
This is a great hike for views, wildflowers and in the 
fall, berries. The trail takes off into an old burn that 
has come back nicely. Begin your hike by walking the 
first mile through a regenerating wood of hemlock 
and firs. After the first uphill climb, reach the top and 
a break in the trees. Here there will be some way 
paths leading to views over the ridge. 

Take in the views, then descend gradually and the 
trees begin the thin out. Some ưpeek-a-booƱ views 
of the nearby mountains can now be glimpsed 
through the gaps in the forest. Follow the trail as it 
meanders gently up and down along the ridgeline, 
then arrive at a little meadow filled with lupine and 
heather. Can you smell it? On warm days, blooming 
lupine perfumes the trail. 
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Tonga Ridge/Mt Sawyer

DRIVING DIRECTIONS:

Head east on Hwy 2 toward Stevens Pass. Pass 
the town of Skykomish and the Skykomish
Ranger Station east of town. Watch for the Foss 
River Road FS 68, and turn right. In 2.6 miles, 
cross under the railroad trestle and over a small 
bridge. In another mile will be a Y intersection; 
take a left here on FS 6830. 

The number is hard to see, but it will be on the 
right after you turn. Follow 6830 for 7 miles. Turn 
right on FS 310 and follow it to the end and 
trailhead in 1.3 miles. The trailhead parking 
allows space for about 10 -12 cars, and there is a 
backcountry toilet just behind the trailhead sign 
on the right.

GENERAL NOTES:

Parking Pass: None

Toilet ïBehind the trailhead sign, on the left.

More Information, HERE.  

Back to Menu

https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mbs/recarea/?recid=17918


OUTVENTURES FAVORITE DAY HIKES 58

Blanca Lake

LOCATION
Central Cascades 
Hwy 2

Map

LENGTH

7.5 miles roundtrip

ELEVATION

Gain: 3,300 ft.

Highest Point : 

4,600 ft.

TRAILHEAD

Blanca Lake (#1052)

MAP

Green Trails Monte 
Cristo No. 143

Trailhead access is limited: A 
road washout has rendered 
this trailhead inaccessible 
indefinitely

Back to Menu

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Blanca+Lake+Trailhead/@47.7656021,-122.0161325,10.5z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x549ae9cd26587421:0x8334b82ee481ef41!8m2!3d47.9151885!4d-121.3126764
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Blanca Lake

Visit one of the most striking lakes in the Henry M. 
Jackson wilderness. The vibrant blue of the glacier-
fed lake provides the perfect rest stop for hikers who 
have braved the thirty -odd, steep switchbacks that 
lead to the lake. 

The trail starts in cool second growth forest, but the 
trees are quite sizable. In the fall, the squirrels 
roughhouse in the trees high above your head. 
Occasionally they drop gigantic pinecones from high 
above, and while the resulting crash is startling, it is 
fun to watch.

Tip: Blanca Lake is an extremely popular trail. If you 
decide to visit, you can enjoy a quieter destination by 
heading for Toil Peak, attainable from the saddle just 
above Virgin Lake. Instead of heading downhill 
toward Virgin and Blanca Lakes, head up and west 
for views of Glacier, Kyesand Monte Cristo Peaks, as 
well as Blanca Lake's robin-egg blue glowing in all its 
glory.
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Blanca Lake
DRIVING DIRECTIONS:

ALERT: Trailhead is inaccessible due to washouts 
west of Garland Mineral Spring. 

Take US Hwy 2 east from Monroe to just past the town of 
Skykomish. Turn left on to FR 65, more clearly marked as 
Beckler River Road and drive 12.5 miles on this road, passing 
the Beckler River Campground just after the pavement turns 
to gravel. After driving 12.5 miles, you arrive at Jack Pass, a 5 
way junction. Take the second left. After driving 2.3 miles 
descending from Jack Pass, arrive at a junction with FR 63 
and the private Garland Mineral Springs Road. Take a right 
on FR 63 and proceed about 2 miles. The trailhead is on a 
small spur road to the left, up another small hill. 

Consider visiting Blanca Lake on a weekday. There is parking 
available here for about 20 cars, but the lake's popularity, 
particularly on weekends, often results in far too many cars 
for the small lot and access road. Please park so that cars 
and horse trailers can get in and out of the lot.

If the trailhead is too full, don't despair! Try the trailhead for 
West Cady Ridge-- a much quieter trail -- only three miles 
down FR 23, at the end of the road. 

GENERAL NOTES:

Parking Pass: Northwest Forest Pass

Vault toilets are available at trailhead, as well as a pit toilet at 
Virgin Lake.

More Information, HERE Back to Menu

https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mbs/recarea/?recid=17876
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Rock Mountain via Snowy Creek 
(east of Stevens pass)

LOCATION
Central Cascades 
Hwy 2

Map

LENGTH

9 miles roundtrip

ELEVATION

Gain: 3,600 ft.

Highest Point : 

6,850 ft.

TRAILHEAD

Snowy Creek (#1531)

MAP

Green Trails No. 145 
Lake Wenatchee

Back to Menu

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Snowy+Creek+Trailhead/@47.8070036,-120.9984956,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x549afb0af2f5aa7b:0xbe4f32906f3a0e94!8m2!3d47.807!4d-120.996307!5m1!1e4





























































































































































